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occasion the only one of these provinces which had a$. abundant
harvest, but he would effectively apply the experience gained
there to the calamity which, on a much larger scale, menaced
Behar and northern Bengal. On receiving from Lord North-
brook the general instruction already mentioned regarding
the manner in which the famine was to be encountered, he
issued an admirable set of detailed directions to his local
officers.

There was, however, one remedy suggested by Sir George
Campbell which did not commend itself to Lord Northbrook's
judgment, namely this, the stopping of the exportation of rice
and other cereals from the ports of Calcutta and British Burma.
This was not allowed, as it was thought injurious to trade, and
as likely to affect the wealth resources and prosperity of the
country, at a time when every sinew would be strained in order
to encounter calamity.

Having settled matters so far, Lord Northbrook proceeded to
the north of India, to keep the engagements which he had
made for the reception of Native princes and chiefs at Luck-
now and Agra long before any apprehensions of drought had
arisen, leaving me as President in Council at Calcutta to watch
the progress of the famine and the arrangements consequent
thereon.

Shortly afterwards (in December tL 8 73) Sir George Campbell's
health became seriously impaired, and medical authorities
warned him that he would not be able to bear up against
the heat of the next spring and summer. He resolved, how-
ever, to sustain his toils despite illness until at least the'
spring; but it became necessary to choose a successor. At
that time it had been arranged that I should resign my office of
Finance Minister in the spring and return to England; but
Lord Northbrook offered me the post of Lieutenant-Governor
on Sir George Campbell's departure, which appointment I
accepted.

By January 1874 the consignments of Government grain
already mentioned began to arrive from Burma, and were being
despatched from Calcutta by railway to the bank of the Ganges.